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) At 6:30 asie $he artillery fire became rapld mu' :

/ | 7 poae when 4t becames intemse, It was the most oﬂw
ary sight. The Bosch line ecould not be seen for smoke and |
bursting shells, Bosch still hardly answered at alle The
£iret mistalks was mede at 7:25 aem. when ¥he Besumont

Hemel line under the Hawthorne Ridge Redoubt went wp.
This geve the Germans 5 minutes to consolddate the crater
which they made use of, Zere hour was at 7:30 @i
At 7280 aeme the first waves went over and tina things
began to happen. In spite of the six daye bombardment
feyman machine pguns got going from every direction.
Beaumont Hamsl appﬁite the 29th Division was & veritable
Fortress., The 29th Divislon never got mear the Mun Front
Iine. The 93rd Brigade of the Division on our left never
got more then half way over No Mens Land, slthough the
“left Brigede of that Division did get imto Serre that day
The 1lth Brigade got the first line falrly samy. Gens
Prowse left the Haadqtart.ers too goon and was killed
rushing a machine gun. He was shot in the stouach and died
at Maueux. Corps Headquerters that evening. The losses of
the Brigade were awful. The Cog, of the Hampshires. The K
Rifle Brigade and the Sormerset. Light Infanitry were killed
and mest of the (¢fficers were knoclcéd out, They finally .
got held up somcwhere in the 2nd line, |
Heanwhile wef were waitlng in Brigade Headquarters foy
news, The Essex and King's Own were going over first with
the lane Fus., and Dukesg 1in ;mp]_vert-. The Kings Own and
Lasox we:.*e wonderfule The Xings Own got very neerly to
Pendant Copse and the Essex to m}oh trench, Martineau
the Brigade Signalling officer went off to raige a ferwar
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- signal statlon which he diéd somewhere on 63 over and over

agoin we ga:t. e megsage back from him saying the Lasex wor
bombing in Munich trench end wanted move bombs, OFf the
¥ings Own we never heard a word, beyond from the Adjutent
who ceme in to Headquerters with a craecked head, This ﬂl
the firet action in which Steel Helmets were worn amd they
undoubtedly eaved many lives, '

Just. hefore the brigade went over the Division wired
us to stop the Battalions and slso stop the 10th Mp‘.
.Ruaners were Limediately sent to the EKings Own end Esgsex
Lane Fus, Dukes. | :

i They were toc late however, The Kings Own and Esgex
were right om, The Lan, Fus! were mostly in the
quadrilateral and one Coy. of the Pukes was in the Bosoh
line, _

The result of all this wes that the 93rd Brigede
having failed on the left and the 2¢th Division on the
right, the Germen came down from either flank a'd the
Kings Own and Lssex were practiocally missing, Major

¥ Body found. Bs‘mnilo:" has not b en heard of since, Col., Stirliing tln‘

Avgust 197, Ce0e Esgex was wounded twice at the beginning and got awey
Gadie the Adjutant of the Essex and the Adjutent of the
Kings Own were both wounded,

FPighting went on algl. the altermoon, Seme of ivhe
Seafortns of the 10th Brigade got over and joined up with
the lane, Fus in the quadrilateral. The C.D. of the
Ssaforths, Hodge, Dertle Ravenscroft, Hall, Wetkins,
'mamell, and Rougier in the Quad with him and stayed theyre
t111 2 aeme July 2nd. bombing the whole time. C.S.M.
laverick and Sgte. Albon were in there tov. These to found
a stokes gun and although they hed never seen one before
worked it till they ram dry of smmnitlon.

B,Farrow was killed in lijc Mans Land on his way back
haviag been with the others all the time.

The Roman Road on the aftermoon of July lat. was
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